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Ali Dowlatshahi was born in Tehran, Iran in 1976, and moved to Heidelberg, Germany in 1986 
following the Iranian revolution. He studied industrial design at the University of the Arts (UdK), 
Berlin until 2005. Since 2003, Dowlatshahi has been working as a freelance designer in Berlin. He 
specializes in graphics, interiors and furniture and has been designing for numerous  international 
brands, most notably in Bahrain and New York. In 2014 he began working on a series of projects for 
the Cultural Authority, Bahrain and other private clients in the wider gulf region.   
 
Ali Dowlatshahi presents a series of digital colourfields inspired by his travels to Bahrain. Each work 
comprises of a photograph of Bahrain, overlaid with tinted rectilinear shapes and colours, that 
partially obscure selected details of each image. The fusion of such elements- structure, transience, 
tradition and modernity- is often perceived as a statement on the synthesis between Dowlatshahi’s 
Middle Eastern heritage and the austerity of his western upbringing. 
 


